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Judicial salaries, pensions, and benefits cannot be decreased during judges’ service

except as a coherent part of an overall public economic measure.
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4.1 The method of judicial selection shall safeguard against judicial appointments for
improper motives and shall not threaten judicial independence.

4.2 a) The principle of democratic accountability should be respected and therefore it is
legitimate for the Executive and the Legislature to play a role in judicial appointments
provided that due consideration is given to the principle of Judicial Independence.

b) The recent trend of establishing judicial selection boards or commissions in which
members or representatives of the Legislature ,the Executive ,the Judiciary and the legal

profession take part ,should be viewed favourably, provided that a proper balance is



maintained in the composition of such boards or commissions of each of the branches of

government
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The Commission, in performing its functions under this Part, must have
regard to the need to encourage diversity in the range of persons available for

selection for appointments.
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The process and standards of judicial selection shall give due consideration to the

principle of fair reflection by the judiciary of the society in all its aspects
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4. TERMS AND NATURE OF JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS

4.1 The method of judicial selection shall safeguard against judicial appointments for
improper motives and shall not threaten judicial independence.

4.2 a) The principle of democratic accountability should be respected and therefore it
is legitimate for the Executive and the Legislature to play a role in judicial
appointments provided that due consideration is given to the principle of Judicial
Independence.

b) The recent trend of establishing judicial selection boards or commissions in
which members or representatives of the Legislature ,the Executive ,the Judiciary
and the legal profession take part ,should be viewed favourably, provided that a proper
balance is maintained in the composition of such boards or commissions of each of the
branches of government

4.3 Judicial appointments should generally be for life, subject to removal for cause

and compulsory retirement at an age fixed by law at the date of appointment.
4.3.1 Retirement age shall not be reduced for existing judges.

4.4 Promotion of judges shall be based on objective factors, in particular merit,
integrity and experience.

4.5 Judicial appointments and promotions shall be based on transparency of the
procedures and standards and shall be based on professional qualifications,
integrity, ability and efficiency.

4.6 Judges should not be appointed for probationary periods except in legal
systems in which appointments of judges do not depend on having practical
experience in the profession as a condition of appointment, and provided that
permanent appointment will be granted on merit.

4.7 The institution of temporary judges should be avoided as far as possible except

where there exists a long historic democratic tradition.



4.8 Part-time judges should be appointed only with proper safeguards secured by
law.

4.9 The number of the members of the highest court should be fixed, with the
exception of courts modeled after the courts of cassion, and in the case of all
courts, should not be altered for improper motives.

4.10. Legislatures should formulate special procedures for the appointment of

Chief Justices and Presidents of courts.
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